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As we complete the year [ can’t help but look back and take note of how
much the department has accomplished in 2015. In 2016 we will
continue to handle training challenges presented by a staff with limited
time.

[ am very proud of our firefighters and the amount of time they invest in
their personal & professional development. Their commitment to the
department and citizens of Cumru Township shows during training and
emergency responses.

[ also took some steps this year to further my education. In September, I
enrolled in the Bucks County Community College online Fire Science
degree program. This two-year program will culminate with an
associate degree in Fire Science, which will allow me to transfer credits
into a bachelor's program in the future. I look forward to earning a
bachelors degree in fire service management.

As a Pennsylvania State Instructor, [ am required to maintain at least 8
hours of professional development along with 32 hours of instructional
time. My break down for 2015 was as follows:

170 hours professional development
180 hours instructional time

This report contains a summary of my work throughout 2015 in a
month-to-month format. I have also included some other items of
interest. I would like to Thank Jesse Morey for his great assistance in
many of the programs. I would also like to thank the unofficial
department photographer Katie Witmoyer for her photos. Many of them
are featured in this report.

Jason Batz
Fire Training Coordinator
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2015 Training Goals

Continue to examine the findings of the UL/NIST
study to further our knowledge in fire behavior.

The department continued to emphasize the
importance of the science of fire behavior and

REACTION ventilation. In December, the CTFD hosted the newly
created State Fire Academy Fire Dynamics Course.

Continue to offer some form of driver training
twice a year with one session on the driving
course.

We met our goal of offering several sessions

for driver training. During the first Monday
night of several months the department set-up our driver training
course at the former Giant grocery store.

Attempt to offer more officers training, with
BN\ the goal of 2 sessions annually.

We did not meet this goal in 2015 due to

National Fire Protection Association

certification classes being held at the Berks
County Fire Training Center. | am very proud of our officer’s for taking
these certification courses on their own time. Their commitment to
further their education will help to serve the township in many ways.




Attempt to offer more daytime training to
more than once per month.

— The daytime training program did see a slight

increase in training opportunities although not
throughout the entire year. We still continued
to utilize training opportunities with the
Reading Fire Department.

Explore more online training options.

Several firefighters took advantage of online
training programs during the year. By
completing these programs the department is
able to work on more hands-on skill.




On the 10%, FF Jesse Morey and | began a Fire
Inspector certification course at the Mount Penn Fire
Company. The course lasted several Saturdays, and
finish up in February.

A department wide CPR refresher course was held on
the night of the 12t. FF Jesse Morey and myself were
able to assist FF Jeremy Brubaker with the course as
we had completed a CPR instructor course in
' December of 2014. A current CPR card is required for
active membership.

Training for Monday night the 19t consisted of short
sessions from 3 of our captains on Fire and Rescue
operations. Each captain covered something specific
_ to their assigned apparatus.

On the 21st, a daytime drill was held on our
atmospheric monitor and carbon monoxide along with
| some building construction information. We also
L viewed a webinar on air management.

The final training night of the month was held on the
26t%, This session covered basic first aid practices
along with dealing with bloodborne pathogens. The
course is required for active membership.

Other projects for the month included obtaining a
quote for a projector for the training room. Met with
' Shillington Chief Dave Bentz about a joint rescue-
training venture.

Photos: Top - newly appointed junior firefighter Rachael Brady
practices CPR for the first time. Bottom - FF Jesse Morey watches
other firefighters preforming CPR during class.



I responded along with career staff to this fire at 770 Mohn'’s Hill Road
on the afternoon of the 21st. Fire from an older wood-burning stove
traveled into the roof of this home due to a broken vent pipe. Crews had
to cut back the roofing to ensure the fire was extinguished.

The CTFD uses the Draeger X-
am 2000 atmospheric
monitor. The meter will
simultaneously  sense 5
different gases. The
monitored gases include
Oxygen, Carbon Monoxide,
Methane, Hydrogen Sulfide &
Hydrogen Cyanide. The clear
plastic tubing allows us to
sample areas without placing
a firefighter in a potentially
dangerous atmosphere.
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February

-. On the 2074, a vehicle accident was

dispatched for Route 222 near the Gring's
Hill Exit. I responded with the Chief to
assist our daytime staff.

The hazardous materials course on
Monday the 9th had to be canceled due to
weather. We ran into the same problem
last year. While still working at the office
after 4, I responded with Engine 42-1 to
899 Maplegrove Rd for a Chimney fire.

On the next 4 Tuesday and Thursday
- nights, several firefighters and myself took
a non-combustible building construction
. course at the Berks Fire Training Center.

On Monday night the 16%, an after action
review was conducted on the previous
months fires. This review allows the
firefighters to review actions taken to
improve our performance.

’ Day training was held on Wednesday the
18th, which focused on airbags and struts.

On the 23rd, department members
attended a propane emergencies course
at the Berks Fire Training Center.

Images from the top, Capt. Ryan Glahn works a hydraulic cutter during a car
accident on Rt 222. Tower 42 works atop of a chimey during a fire in Brecknok
Twp. Career FF’s Jeremy Brubaker & Mark Wenrich practice with rescue struts
during a daytime drill.
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March

- At the beginning of the month, I traveled to the

. Lancaster County Fire Training School to attend a 3-

day National Incident Management System 300 level
course (Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents).
NIMS training is required for all members in the
department.

The department began fit-testing breathing
apparatus facepieces this month. OSHA 1910.134
requires a fit test annually for firefighters who enter
dangerous atmospheres. The fit test equipment was
borrowed from the Reading Fire Department.

On the 13t™, | assisted career firefighters with an
inspection of the Shillington Shopping Center.
During the inspection, I located a vacant space to
conduct future training.

During a Saturday morning, Capt. Alex Hallman and
myself worked together to prepare a drill on
stabilization for an upcoming Monday night training.

On Monday night the 16%™, the department operated
on the public works grounds to practice with
cribbing and stabilization. Capt. Hallman also
reviewed the strut system a-frame for lifting heavy
loads.

Day drill on the 18t was held at station 1 reviewing
the large area search rope bag and hose
advancement.

* Images from top to bottom: Capt. Matt Carl completes his
~ facepiece fit-test. Capt. Alex Hallman demonstrates lifting his
car with a portable ladder. Crews work to lift FF Gary Brady’s
Ford Escape off the ground during an airbag and cribbing drill.



After securing permission from the maintenance
manager at the Shillington Shopping Center, the
department drilled in a vacant grocery store. The
drill consisted of large area search operations with
a rope system.

¥ During the month I participated in a webinar about
learning management systems. We are always
looking to provide training in modern ways, which
are convenient to our staff. I also reviewed a
system the police department is studying to see if
there is a fire department component to it.

After the fire at the Route 10 storage in December
of 2014, I took notice the fire-damaged building
was still standing. I spoke with Dave the manager
at the storage center and was able to secure
permission for fire training anywhere in the
damaged sections of the building.

After several months of planning, the department
accepted a bid from “Stereo Barn” to install a
modern projector system into the township
meeting room. The department makes use of the
room to conduct classroom training from time-to-
time. The system includes a smart projector, which
attaches directly to the wall and is able to track
hand motions as well as writing with a special pen.
The system is internet connected and allows for off-

| site instruction if needed.

Photos from top to bottom: Career firefighters using the large area search
rope bag during a daydrill. A thermal imaging camera was used to
capture this photo during a large area search drill inside a vacant grocery
store. Using repurposed pallets, a simulated wall and hallway system was
created to practice stretching hose.
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After having made arrangements with Route 10
Storage on Morgantown Rd, we began the month
with Power Saw training on Saturday the 4th. We
also invited Reading Rescue 1 to join us for the drill.

|

Apr

[ also began making arrangements with the
Harrisburg Area Community College to check into
the possibility of running a daytime Fire Officer II
program during the summer.

Met with the Chief in regards to a training timeline
for our new Rescue Pumper, which is scheduled for
delivery at the end of April.

After completing most of the department’s SCBA fit
tests, | met with Bruce Meck of Berks Emergency
Equipment and setup a plan to have him complete
SCBA fit tests from here on out.

Responded on Engine 42 to a brush fire in Brecknock
Township on the 6.

On the Evening of 6%, we began our annual driver-
testing course conducted in the former Giant parking
lot. Our goal with driver training is to offer 2
¥ sessions a year to meet minimum national
§ standards.

With the Reading Fire Department conducting foam
training during the month, I was able to obtain
surplus foam from them to conduct a foam drill later
in the year. Although we offered to pay for the
product, the city donated it to us.

Photos from top to bottom: Deputy Chief Bill Mohn works a saw to cut
through a padlock. Firefighters Kristen Cunningham and Ben Klein
work a navy nozzle. Deputy Chief Jim “guff” Seiger controls the
platform of Tower 42 inside a stall at Rt10 storage.
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[ attended “Career Day” at the Governor Mifflin Middle
School.

On the weekend of the 11t%, a small group of us took
Engine 42-1 to the Berks Fire Training Center and flow
tested some our nozzles using a recently purchased
flow meter. The tests allow us to verify we are flowing
the appropriate amount of water.

Made contact with Helen Latchford who represents
the property company who cares for the former Giant.
My thought is to gain permission for us to train inside
the building.

Monday night the 13% found us back at the storage

¢ center for more work with power saws.

M= Wednesday the 15%, had us back to the storage center

for saw drills for career staff.

During the week of the 20%, I left for the Fire

Department Instructors Conference. A description of
the conference is listed separately.

Captain Katie Heere led the drill on Monday the 20t
on drafting and water supply operations.

Captain Alex Hallman left the drill on Monday the 27t
on high-rise operations.

Prepared for Live Fire Drill scheduled in May.

Photos top to bottom: Career Firefighter Mark Wenrich cuts
through a wall at Rt10 storage. Firefighters unfold a portable
pond during a water supply drill. Captain Alex Hallman leads
a drill on high rise operations.



Chief Bobby Haifo)

Fire Engineeri@ Magazine
took the time to pose with me
for a photo. |







With the new Rescue Engine arriving, we used a
standard format to begin training our drivers on
the apparatus. One of the skills identified early on
was driving the apparatus through a standard
emergency vehicle cone course. On the night of
Monday May 4%, when we arrived to set up the
course, we found our cone storage box
vandalized. After a quick look, nothing had been
taken.

On May 6%, I responded on board Engine 42-1 to
¥ 3 motor vehicle accident with confinement in the
600 block of Philadelphia Avenue. After a
successful extrication from a rolled over mini-van
the patient was taken to Reading Hospital.
Unfortunately, we were notified a few days later
the patient succumbed to her injuries.

An electrical emergencies course was held on
Monday night May 11t at the Berks Fire Training
Center. Electrician/Fire Chief Tim Waldman
conducted the course.

Daydrill for the month was spent working with
career staff on qualifying on the new Rescue
Engine.

Rescue Engine training continued on Monday
May 18th, with firefighters drilling on hose loads
and stretches from the apparatus.

Photos from Top to Bottom: Rescue Engine 42 on the driver
course at the former Giant. This van was found on its side after
crews were dispatched for an accident with confinement.
Assistant Chief Snyder reviews a hose load for Rescue Engine 42.




- On Friday May 2204, I responded with Career FF
Mark Wenrich to a vehicle fire on Route 222. FF
Brubaker was off on vacation.

The department purchased a new Holmatro
hydraulic tool system for use at vehicle accidents. I
worked with Deputy Chief Silcox to plan several
training sessions with the new equipment.

A Saturday drill was held for several members at the
Berks Fire Training Center. Firefighters worked with
the Tower and Engine apparatus, practicing
different skills.

With International Fire & EMS Health & Safety week
| approaching next month, I spoke with Deputy Chief
Mohn on planning a drill.

= On the 29t, [ met with new member Patrick Kirn to
~ review his training information and get him squared
. away with equipment.

Photos from Top to Bottom: Assistant Chief Snyder records
information this car burned on Route 222. Nathan Klein
practices vertical ventilation during a weekend drill.
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Photos shown above are the progression from the factory to a trade
show to the delivery at the end of April.

Rescue Engine 42 is the second
apparatus purchased by the newly
- e formed Cumru Township Fire
| M MEEEE ). 0 tment. The apparatus represents
it many long hours of work and dedication

from both our career and volunteer
~— firefighters. The Rescue Engine replaces
REQS L ; : both Rescue & Engine 42. The multi-
- - function vehicle is able to handle both

g : / 7 vehicle accidents and structure fire

- . T .
m emergencies.
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Some compartments of Rescue Engine 42



June

The department held 2 meetings in June to
z,. discuss the next strategic plan for moving
forward. The current plan expires at the end of
the year. Big issue items include a central
firehouse and increased staffing.

| Driver training continued on the 15t with more
members completing the driver course at the
former Giant.

Firefighters drilled on SCBA usage on May 8t. We
were forced to move inside station 3 due to rainy
weather outside.

[ spent an entire day during the month driving the
new Rescue Engine to be able to conduct
qualification testing on it

The first qualification tests were conducted on the
11t for daytime staff.

A seminar relating to health & safety issues was
conducted on the 15% to coincide with
International Fire & EMS Health & Safety Week.

\\\\\\

[ met with new member Kyle Lonaberger to
@& discuss his training needs. I also started to plan
& out some training ideas for this fall/winter.

- Towards the end of the month I engaged in some
discussion with Deputy Chief Rick Schartel from
Spring Township regarding a joint water rescue
|, course.

Photos from top to bottom: FF Jon Fritz reviews the RIT
connection on our SCBA. Toyne Dealer Randy Smalley
reviews nozzle flow tests. Sr. FF Gary Brady practices
with the Holmatro System under the direction of Career
FF Jeremy Brubaker



On the 2204, [ traveled with the Rescue Engine to
the training site to observe a pump and flow test.

The department began training on the recently
delivered Holmatro Hydraulic Rescue tool system
on Monday night the 22nd as well as Wednesday
the 24th,

Photos from top to bottom: Sr FF Gary Brady &
Career FF Mark Wenrich review the pump of
Rescue Engine 42 before completing a qualification
test of the new apparatus. Firefighters man
hoselines during a qualification test on the Rescue
Engine.



July

Another night of driving on the course at Giant
started the month of July. I also completed the
final details of a Fire Officer 2 program we will be
8¢ conducting at the end of the month.

Daytraining was held on the 8%, with career staff
and [ working more with the Rescue Engine.

After reviewing the department’s required
training, we began planning an additional hazmat
course to get a few members caught up.

More training with the Rescue Engine occurred on
Monday night the 13, Crews stretched hose lines
and simulated fire attacks.

I contacted Eric Rickenbach of EJR Rescue Techs
. in regard to holding a winch & rigging program
next month.

The department obtained a donated pet oxygen
rescue kit from Debbie O’Neil. Most members
were shown the kit, and it was placed on Engine
42-1.

Assistant Chief Snyder conducted a pump and
master stream drill on Monday night the 20t.

I met with new member Vincent Bruno on the
24t to review his firefighting training.

3 Photos from top to bottom: Tanker 42 pauses underneath a
rainbow after a storm. Firefighters flow water from a master
stream during a drill at the Berks Fire Training Center.
Deputy Chief Jim “Guff” Seiger breaks a supply line during a
drill.




During the Weekend on the 25%™, [ joined a group of
| firefighters to practice operations with the Tower 42.

Spoke with Chief Dave Benz of Shillington about
conducting a man in machine class in November.

| The department drilled with Power Saws and
ventilation fans on the night of July 27%. As the drill
ended, the department was called to Hafer Petroleum
for a report of smoke from the building.

On the 29%, we began a daytime Fire Officer 2
certification program. The course was only the 2nd time
it has been held in Berks County.

Photos from top to bottom: Captain Alex Hallman practices
with a “K12” saw. Tower 42 in operation during a Saturday
drill.

Our Equipment

In order to effectively ventilate
structures after fires, the CTFD may use
a variety of tools and methods. One
technique is referred to as positive
pressure ventilation. The technique
involves using a high-powered fan to
pressurize the building. By
systematically moving from room to
room, smoke will be forced from the
structure. The fans shown in the photo
are capable of airflows of over 14,000
cubic feet/minute.




August

On the first of the month, the department completed
p the last of 3 training sessions with the newly
delivered Holmatro rescue tool system.

28 Another unique opportunity arose on the 3r4 when
on career firefighter Jeremy Brubaker and I attended a
Fire Dynamics Course with the C platoon of the
Reading Fire Department.

~ During the final day of the Fire Officer II program, I
' made lunch for the candidates and several members
of the department. Later in the afternoon, I responded
with Chief Silcox to the Mifflin Center for a resident in
cardiac arrest.

Captain Alex Hallman led a pump drill on the 10t
while I was on vacation.

' On the 14t [ met new member Evan Ibach to discuss
his current fire training. Evan is a member of
Shillington Fire Company, but has several friends
active with the CTFD.

. I received my annual physical at WorkNet on the 17t,

I spoke with retired Reading firefighter Michael Welsh
at the end of the month regarding 2 cars he wanted to
donate to the department. The cars will be used for
training in the upcoming months.

The department hosted a basic winch & rigging course
at station 3 from EJR Rescue Techs.

Photos from top to bottom: FF’s Zach Spengler & Baron “Butch”
Klein practice with the Holmatro rescue tools. Rescue Engine
42 drafts water from a portable pond to supply Tower 42’s
aerial master stream. Lieutenant Zulick from Howard County
Fire & Rescue explains snatchblocks in winch operations.




1 A daytime drill was held on Beagle Road by the

a2 Schuylkill River on basic water & rope rescue

: ~ techniques. Earlier in the day, I responded to a drug

¥ overdose to assist Southern Berks EMS.

Our insurer McNeill & Company updated some of their

) '~ online programs through their website. Although the

- courses are basic, they still will be of some use to our

.. members.

' [ stopped to photograph a home under construction at
780 Church Rd. The property was the site of a fire a
few months prior. Photos taken are used to educate
firefighters on modern building construction
techniques.

The last drill of the month was held on the Township
Building lawn on the 31st. The drill was to practice
rope rescue techniques.

Photos from top to bottom: FF’s Jeremy Brubaker, Mark Wenrich
& Patrick Kirn act as a simulated load during a rope rescue drill.
Deputy Chief Bill Mohn & FF Jason Witman observe as Margaret
Dziamba is hauled up a hill during a rope drill.
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September

# A phone call from the Toyne Fire Apparatus dealer prompted
& a photo session with Rescue Engine 42. The dealer was
looking for photos to submit for a calendar the company is
. printing for 2016. The photo shoot was held in front of the
Nolde Mansion.

i On the 7th, I began to layout the training calendar for 2016.

With our live fire drill nearing, I began to start figuring out
logistics for our travel to Lebanon County. [ also met with the
* Fire Chief in regard to the public information for the fire
prevention/fall festival in October. A photo was also selected
from the Rescue Engine photo shoot to serve as a postcard
for unit’s housing.

Our first drill for the month was conducted on Monday the
14t Firefighters worked on stretching hose lines and
establishing water for a simulated fire in the burn building at
the Berks Fire Training Center. Junior officers also worked as
incident commanders.

I attended the Andrew Fredericks Training Days conference
once again in Alexandria Virginia on the 21st, 22nd & 23rd, The
conference focuses on basic firefighting techniques taught by
different instructors every year. I have included further
information in a separate insert.

While in Virginia, the department completed a search and
rescue drill at the Berks Fire Training Center.

During a Saturday Drill on the 26 I met with Kyle Norbury to
work on his new member training objectives. Kyle is a new
member with limited fire training. We were briefly
interrupted when a car crashed into the front of the deluxe
diner. With no injuries or structural damage, we were
returned minutes later.

Photos from top to bottom: Rescue Engine 42 poses in front of
the Nolde Forest Mansion. Firefighters stretch hose lines from
Engine 42-1 during a drill at the Berks Fire Training Center.
Firefighters advance up the stairs at during a

drill. Probationary FF Kyle Norbury practices stretching a
hose line during a Saturday drill.



The Monday night drill on the 28t was again held at the Berks
Fire Training Center. The topic was “class B” foam operations in
which we reviewed foam theory and practical application.

Career firefighters Mark Wenrich and Jeremy Brubaker
attended a confined space refresher course through the Reading
Fire Department on the 29,

On Wednesday the 30t [ was able to go out and do some driver
training on Tanker 42-1 with senior FF Gary Brady. Such driver
training is valuable in understanding the capabilities of the
= apparatus when teaching other firefighters. It was also the first
. time [ have driven the apparatus since accepting the position
with the department.

Our driver training was cut short, when the department was
4 dispatched to an electrical fire in Kenhorst borough. The fire
was minor, and the company was returned after an
investigation.

Before leaving for the day, I spoke with Parks & Rec about
obtaining some child’s bucket swings for an upcoming rescue
course.

Photos from top to bottom: Firefighters apply foam to a
rolled-over gas tanker, photo by Katie Witmoyer. Career
firefighter Mark Wenrich is lowered into a manhole during a
confined space course with the Reading Fire Department.



™




prevention activities taking place throughout the
township. With this in mind, we have been working to
plan 2 live fire training sessions in between those
activities.

I began to collect supplies for a planned man in
machinery course we will be conducting in November
jointly with the Shillington Fire Company. I attended
the formal program at the Fire Department
Instructors Conference this past April.

On Wednesday night October 7t, I accompanied
Captain Matt Carl to a presentation & tour of the
Sunoco Gas transfer facility in Brecknock Township.

The department held a fire prevention demonstration
during the township’s annual fall festival at the
municipal complex. Prior to the demonstrations,

= Rescue Engine 42 was officially housed.

Captain Ryan Glahn led a drill on Monday night the
12th to prepare for our upcoming live fire drill.

Due to some scheduling issues, one of our firefighters,
Kristen Cunningham, missed one of her Saturday
Firefighter Classes. On the 14, we were able to get
her caught up with SCBA and roof ventilation skills.
I Kristin Gilbert, who is also in the same course, also
came to practice.

Photos from top to bottom: Firefighters Jon Fritz & Zach
Spengler work to remove a door during a vehicle rescue
demonstration at Fall Fest, photo by Katie Witmoyer. Our
members push Rescue Engine 42 back into station 2 during
the housing, photo by Katie Witmoyer. Firefighter Kristen
Cunningham uses a chainsaw to cut a simulated roof.



The department traveled to the Lebanon County Fire
School on Saturday October 17, Although we are very
fortunate to have the Berks County Fire Training
Center very close to us, the crew was appreciative to
train somewhere different. The school maintains a
much smaller version of the burn building at Berks.

Monday night’s drill on the 19t included a review of
some firefighter survival skills at the Berks County Fire
Training Center. A small group of our members also
attended a makeup HAZMAT course inside the
classroom building.

A daytime live fire training session was held on
Wednesday October 21st. The session gives our career
staff a chance to meet their fire suppression training
requirement. The session was also attended by
firefighters from Mohnton and the Reading Fire
Department.

The final drill for the month was held on October 26t.
The topic included skills for rescuing downed
firefighters from below and above grade.

Photos from top to bottom: Crews train at the Lebanon
County Fire School Burn Building. Assistant Chief Bob Snyder
works to get through a collapsed ceiling prop. Career
firefighters Mark Wenrich and Jeremy Brubaker mask up
prior to entering the Berks County Burn Building.
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November

On the 2n, [ met with new member Jarred Werner.

In preparation for next year’s training, I met with the
Chief and the Assistant. The meeting focused on
several current issues, as well as some new ideas.

We received an invite from the Shillington Fire

Company to participate in a drill with some new rope

: equipment they received. Captain Ryan Glahn was
able to attend.

The department held a man in machine course
starting on the 9% of November. The course was
scheduled for 2 nights and a daytime session.
Firefighters practiced simple rescue skills in different
- scenarios.

[ met with Jon Fritz at Berks County Department of
Emergency Services to receive training on the “Total
Visibility” system. The countywide system tracks
personnel and equipment through a standardized tag
system which is internet based.

The department held an SCBA air consumption drill
on the 23rd, The drill allows members to have an idea
of how long they last completing strenuous activity
while wearing an SCBA. The information also allows
officers to have an idea how long firefighters will last
inside a fire.

Photos from top to bottom: CTFD firefighters work with a
Dremel tool to perfect their skills working close to a patient.
Firefighters from Shillington use an angle grinder to get a
simulated hand out of a grinder. This prop was built by FF
Jesse Morey to simulate a person impaled on a fence. This
mannequin was used to simulate impalement in a car.



All projects during the month of November included
work on the 2016 training plan. Preliminarily
scheduled a Fire Service Instructor 2 course through
Bucks County Community College. Contacted
instructor Carl Seltzer in regard to a Firefighter
- Survival program for 2016.

*A note about the “Man in Machine” program. The
program is nationally run by a few fire & rescue
training outfits. Most notable of these is PL Vulcan
Training. As the training coordinator, I had the
opportunity to take the program at the Fire
Department Instructors Conference earlier in the year.
, The average cost to host the program can range from
$2000 - $3000 per class. The department was able to
8 provide the course for firefighters from the CTFD,
% Shillington & Mohnton for less than $600.

Photos from top to bottom: CTFD Training Coordinator Jason
Batz discusses techniques for removing someone from a
bucket swing (photo by Katie Witmoyer) FF’s demonstrate
using a ladder as a lever to rapidly removed someone trapped
under a car (photo by Katie Witmoyer) FF’s cut a ring of a
finger with precision tools (photo by Katie Witmoyer) A
snowblower is taken apart with hand tools to simulate
removing patient’s arm



December

I began the month viewing a live video stream for a
conference in Palm Beach Florida. The program focused
on firefighting in high-rise and other buildings equipped
with standpipes.

With the release of the Berks County Fire Training
schedule for 2016, I began to register some of our
newer members for basic training.

N In regard to the training program for 2016, I created a

short training survey online and sent it out to the
firefighters.

The department sponsored a Fire Dynamics course
through the Harrisburg Area Community College on
. December 14t. Firefighters from Mohnton and West
Reading also attended.

An SCBA air consumption drill was held during the day
on the 16%. Using exercise equipment in the gym,
firefighters donned their equipment and were able to
calculate how much air they use.

On the same day I attended a meeting with the Chief and
codes officials about closing a township business due to
multiple fire safety code violations.

Photos from top: Career FF Mark Wenrich climbs the stairmill
during an air consumption drill. Bottom: Firefighters from the
CTFD, Mohnton & Shillington during the Fire Dynamics
Course. Next Page: Top - Assistant Chief Bob Snyder works a
hydraulic cutter. Middle - Deputy Chief Jim Seiger works a
hydraulic spreader.



Firefighters attended a vehicle extrication drill at
Station 3 on Monday December 21st. The
department reviewed the Holmatro Hydraulic Tool
! system and practiced extrication techniques on an
old Camaro.

The 2016 training plan was presented during the
December officer’s meeting for approval. SCBA
facepiece fit testing was also scheduled for early
2016.

I took an update course from the American Heart
Association at the end of the month. The course
reviewed the latest revisions for CPR and first aid.
The

The last drill of the year was held on the 28, The
informal session had members working with tools
and apparatus to maintain competency.

As part of a drill in January 2016, I reviewed NFPA
standard 1851 on our firefighter protective gear. I
also took an online course about inspection and
cleaning procedures.

Photos from top: Assistant Chief Bob Snyder works a hydraulic
cutter. Bottom - Deputy Chief Jim Seiger works a hydraulic
spreader.




Although not required, the department encourages our members to seek
certification in several areas of firefighting. Officers of the department are
required to obtain certain certifications relevant to their position. The purpose of
certifications is to recognize emergency service personnel whose
accomplishments in training meets or exceeds nationally recognized standards.
The National Fire Protection (NFPA) standards for Fire Service Professional
Qualifications identify minimum requirements for a person at a particular level of
progression. A person certified to one of the Fire Service Professional levels will
have demonstrated competency in the knowledge and skills required to perform
at a particular level. The service that can be offered to the citizens, visitors and
communities of the Commonwealth will be enhanced by the professional
competency attained through this certification process.

Jesse Morey NFPA 1031 - Fire Inspector |
NFPA 472 — Hazardous Materials Awareness
NFPA 1670 — Water Rescue Awareness & Operations

Jason Batz NFPA 1031 - Fire Inspector |

Jeffrey Gable NFPA 1001 - Firefighter |

Katie Heere NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

William Mohn NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

Mark Wenrich* NFPA 1021 — Fire Officer Il

Nathan Klein NFPA 1001 - Firefighter |

Matt Carl NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

Jason Lutz NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

George Turner NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

Ryan Glahn NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

Alex Hallman NFPA 1021 - Fire Officer |

*Career Staff




CUMRU TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT
TRAINING SESSIONS & STAFF HOURS

February March April May June July August September October November December
Total Staff 61 53 33 56 31 52 38 62 51 55 55 47
Total Hours 139 136 97 205 84.5 113.5 92 178.5 194 148 161 130
Sessions 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 4 4 5 4 3
Total Staff 594 Total Hours 1678.5 Total Sessions 39 Date | started Daytime Training Started
_ January February April May June July August September October November December
Total Staff 71 73 71 43 53 72 58 61 54 52 37
Total Hours 213 207 195 162.5 228 224.5 128.5 232 128 141.5 76
Sessions 4 4 5 4 4 8 5 5 5 4 3
Berks Co. radio
system training
Total Staff 764 Totol Hours 2234 Total Sessions 56
_ January February March April May June July August September October November December
Total Staff 75 41 85 52 72 55 55 62 54 58 67 52
Total Hours 216 101.5 164.5 165.5 227 218.5 131 226 150.5 202.5 180 152
Sessions 4 3 6 7 6 6 6 6 5 5 4 4
missed session due
to weather
Total Staff 728 Totol Hours 2135 Total Sessions 62
Percent increase in training sessions from 2014 11% Percent increase in staff engagement from 2014 -5%
Percent increase in training sessions from 2013 59% Percent increase in staff engagement from 2013 23%

*The data does not include staff members attending training outside the department such a County Level Courses, PA State Fire Academy Courses &

other training oppurtunites outside the state.




