TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
NEWS AND NOTES
Building a better community for you!

Township of Cumru
1775 Welsh Road
Mohnton, PA 19540
Township Offices
Monday–Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Except Holidays
Phone: 610-777-1343
Fax: 610-796-0850
CumruTownship.org
Board of Commissioners
Meet Third & Fifth Tuesday
of each month at 7:00 pm
President:
Ruth O’Leary
Vice President:
Edward L. Gottschall
Commissioner/
Deputy Treasurer:
Sheri Hoover
Commissioners:
Tony J. Sacco
Lorri Swan
Solicitor:
Michael A. Setley, Esq.
Engineer:
Great Valley
Consultants, Inc.

FIRE CHIEF - JAMES A. BEANE

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.
My name is James A. Beane and I am the new Fire Chief of the
Cumru Township Fire Department. I started in the position on
December 1, 2016.
My background is from the volunteer side of the fire service, with 28 years of experience delivering emergency services
in Berks County.  I have always been passionate about fire safety in the community and will continue furthering my knowledge
of industry best practices for the benefit of the Township and its
residents.
One of my goals is to
bring the Cumru Township
fire department under one
roof in a central fire station.  
I believe this will generate
many more opportunities
for our volunteer recruitment and retention program.
While I have many other
goals - far too many to list - I
look forward to working with
the Commissioners, the volunteer and career staff, and
Township administration in
reaching this goal.
I am very proud to have been given the opportunity to serve
you as Chief of the Cumru Township Fire Department and look
forward to serving the community for many years to come.
Respectfully,
James A. Beane
Fire Chief
		
		
More fire department news on pages 14 and 15.
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ADMINISTRATION

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
MEETING SCHEDULES
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Meetings held 3rd Tuesday of each month and the 5th Tuesday, when applicable, at 7:00 pm.

PLANNING COMMISSION

The Township Planning Commission meets the first Monday of each month at 6:00 pm. Except: July
and September, 2nd Monday. The Township Secretary is available to answer questions about the
application for plan review and plan review fees; call (610) 777-1343.

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

The Board meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm, except in October. The Park and Recreation Board
is always looking for volunteers to help with our events and programs.

ZONING HEARING BOARD

The Zoning Hearing Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm. A staff assistant is available to answer any questions regarding a Zoning Hearing Application during normal business hours. Call (610) 777-1343.
If no hearings are scheduled, a meeting may be canceled.

PENSION BOARD

The Pension Board meets whenever the committee deems necessary to perform its functions and
responsibilities.

MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

The Municipal Authority is scheduled to meet on 4/13/17, 7/13/17, and 10/12/17 at 8:00 am to discuss the
sanitary sewer system.
If you would like to volunteer to serve on one of our Boards with a vacancy, please contact the
township at (610) 777-1343 for details on how to declare your interest.

OFFICES CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS

Administrative Offices will be closed for the following Holidays for the remainder of 2017:
• the Friday before Easter(4/14/17),
• Memorial Day(5/29/17),
• Independence Day(7/4/17),
• Labor Day (9/4/17),
• Columbus Day (10/9/17),
• Thanksgiving Day (11/23/17),
• the day after Thanksgiving (11/24/17),
• half the Friday before Christmas (12/22/17),
• Christmas Day(12/25/17),
• half Friday before New Year’s Day (12/29/17).

EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS
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Please visit our website, CumruTownship.org, and scroll to the bottom of the home page
to sign up for email notifications. You will receive road closures, winter weather advisories,
public safety advisories, and more.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
TAX COLLECTOR INFORMATION

March, April, July, and August hours:
Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
CLOSED ON THESE DATES:
Wednesday, 11:00 am to 4:30 pm
5/30/17 - 6/5/17
All other months:
9/26/17 - 10/2/17
Tuesday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm (no Thurs hours)
12/19/17 - 1/3/18
Wednesday, 11:00 am to 4:30 pm

Important Notes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

ONLY FULL PAYMENT ACCEPTED.  ONLY EXACT PAYMENT ACCEPTED.
DO NOT STAPLE YOUR BILL AND PAYMENT TOGETHER.
A $15.00 fee will be charged for all returned checks.
All payments payable to Kathleen Sonnen, Tax Collector.
If remitting payment without bill, please note type of tax, tax year, tax bill number,
and property ID number.
Refuse and SMP fees: After 12/31/2017, unpaid refuse and SMP charges are sent to
collections.
Real estate taxes: After 12/31/2017, unpaid real estate tax bills are collected by Berks
County Tax Claim, (610) 478-6625.  A fee of $15.00 per bill is added when filed with
Berks County Tax Claim. As of 2/1/2018, ¾% interest is added per month.
Per capita taxes: Per capita tax is assessed for any person 18 years of age or older,
working or not working. Bills dated July, if not paid by 12/31/2017, will be submitted to
GH Harris collection agency, (570) 639-5005. Bills dated November, if not paid by
April 30, 2018, will be submitted to GH Harris collection agency.
A drop box is available inside the Cumru Township Office Building at 1775 Welsh Rd.,
Mohnton, PA.  DO NOT LEAVE CASH IN THE DROP BOX.  
Administration office hours are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday - Friday, excluding
holidays.
Township holidays in 2017 are as follows:  the day after New Year’s Day, Presidents’
Day, Friday before Easter (4/14/17), Memorial Day, Independence Day, Columbus
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Friday after Thanksgiving, after 12:00 pm December 22, 2017, Christmas Day, after 12:00 pm December 29, 2017, and January
1, 2018.
     The office closes for 2017 on December 29, 2017, at 12:00 pm.

ADMINISTRATION

Sitting Dates and Times

SEWER PAYMENTS

Cumru Township accepts cash, personal checks, money orders, and physical checks
generated by on-line bill pay services. Cumru does not accept electronic funds transfers
via ACH, debit cards, or credit cards.
The consumer is responsible for monitoring the disbursement of funds from her/his
account.
The consumer is responsible for being aware of her/his bank’s internal policies.
The Township is not responsible for errors by on-line bill pay services.
The Township assesses a fee of $32.00 for deposited checks that are returned for
insufficient funds. The consumer is then required to pay the fee and original bill in cash.
Please include your full name, address, and account information when mailing or placing
payments in our drop box. This insures that we can credit the appropriate account.

BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!
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CLEAN STREAMS

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
WYOMISSING CREEK CLEANUP
On November 12, 2016, eight volunteers and community
members came out to help pick up litter and trash around the
Wyomissing Creek and the Pennwyn Playground area in Cumru
Township and Mohnton Borough. In only two hours, the volunteers had collected about 13 bags of trash and debris.
The Wyomissing Creek is part of only 2% of streams in Pennsylvania that are high quality streams which have naturally reproducing trout populations. By picking up litter, these volunteers
have created a cleaner, safer environment for the trout and the
community.

ANGELICA CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

Water is the one thing that we can’t live without, but we often take for granted. However, there are many
threats to good water quality. Here are some suggestions for you to help protect water resources:
• Do not flush pharmaceuticals down the toilet, because they can enter the waterways and impact
aquatic life. Sewage treatment plants and septic systems are not designed to remove these
chemicals and, therefore, they go right into our environtment.  Fortunately, you can drop off your
old medications for free at the Cumru Township office building, in the upper lobby!
• Do not release party balloons and reduce your use of plastic bags. There have been numerous
accounts of wildlife being harmed or dying because of mistakenly ingesting runaway trash.  You
can help by using durable, reusable grocery bags.
• Keep septic systems healthy and working well through routine maintenance and property disposing of toxic substances. This improves the functionality of the system and prevents contamination of water supplies, including your own well!
If you are interested in helping the ACWA protect water resources, check out our website for
information and upcoming events: www.berksnature.org/angelica-creek-watershed-association, or
email us at AngelicaCreekWA@gmail.com. All are invited to come to our meetings, held at Berks
Nature’s Nature Place in Angelica Park on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 4:30 pm
    Thanks for your time and cooperation in protecting our clean water resources!

STREAM NAMING

In 2016, the Township held a contest for
the public to label a then-unnamed tributary
to the Angelica Creek. The approximate location of the tributary is from Hemlock Road
east to the Angelica Creek. The winning
name, “Stillwater Run,” was submitted to
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names. In
a letter dated 2/16/2017, the Township received notification that the name has been
approved. The name derives from the use
of stills and a beer garden in the area during
the early history of the Township.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny is coming on April 1, 2017. Egg-stra special
activities are planned for the event.

SPRING RECREATION

BREAKFAST WITH THE EASTER BUNNY

		Due to staffing constraints, no egg hunt will be held in 2017.

KIDS, COPS, AND FRIENDS TROUT DERBY
The Cumru Township Police Department will hold the 11th annual Kids,
Cops & Friends Trout Derby on May 13, 2017. The event is free to attend for
children 12 and under; however, registration is limited to the first 50 children.
Registration begins on 4/3/2017 and will close when the limit of 50 children is
reached.
Snacks and drinks will be provided. Please bring your own tackle. Prizes
will be awarded for tagged trout. The trout derby will begin promptly at 9:00
am. Please arrive early to sign in and to pick your spot. The event will end
around 12:30 pm. Please contact us at (610)777-1343 for more information.
  BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!  
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
CODES DEPARTMENT

PHONE (610) 777-1343

LANDLORDS

TOWNSHIP OF CUM RU

FAX (610) 796-0850

BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLV ANIA

1 7 7are
5 W ELSH
ROAD
Property owners who are also landlords
responsible
for contacting the Township to
M OHNTON, PA. 1 9 5 4 0
register an apartment or other tenancy. The form below is provided for your convenience.
WW W . CUM RUTOW NSHIP. COM

REPORT BY LANDLORD

REVISED 02/06/2015

As required by Ordinance No. 573 adopted 4/20/99.

Part 1 – Unit Information
ADDRESS OF LEASED UNIT: _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Is this unit a Business Unit? Yes ________
a Dwelling Unit? Yes ________

No ________
No ________

Is this unit occupied?
Not occupied?

No _______
No _______

Yes _______
Yes _______

Brief description of unit (for example, 3 bedrooms, 2 story, etc.):
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Part 2 – Landlord Information
LANDLORD(S) NAME(S): print _________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________
CITY/ TOWNSHP/BOROUGH______________________STATE____ ZIP CODE__________
PHONE, INCLUDING AREA CODE: (H) ____________________(C)___________________
SIGNATURE:_________________________________________DATE:__________________
Part 3 – Tenant Information
NAME(S) OF TENANT(S):
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

AGE______
AGE______
AGE______
AGE______
AGE______
AGE______

MALE____
MALE____
MALE____
MALE____
MALE____
MALE____

FEMALE____
FEMALE____
FEMALE____
FEMALE____
FEMALE____
FEMALE____

Reports by Persons Upon Becoming Landlords – report the data set forth above within 30 days.
Reports of Changes in Use or Occupancy – report the data set forth above within 10 days after having knowledge
of vacancy or a change in occupancy. A landlord of a hotel, inn, or boarding house shall not be required to report a
person as a “tenant” until that person has resided in such landlord’s establishment for a period exceeding thirty (30)
days.

Both residential and commercial property owners are responsible to report their Landlord Information (Ordinance No. 573) and any changes during the year. Rental money does not have to be exchanged in
order to require a response to the Landlord report.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
Anyone who desires to own and operate a business of any kind in Cumru Township, must
have a valid business registration. Whether your business will be temporary, or already exists, a
business registration is required.
Business Registration forms are available on the Township website, www.CumruTownship.org. Please note that door to door sales requires a separate transient merchant license.

•
•
•
•
•

The Business Registration Fees are:
Residential Home occupation, include Group Home $25.00
Commercial Building up to 1,000 sq. ft. $50.00
Commercial Building 1,001 to 10,000 sq. ft. $75.00
Commercial Building 10,001 to 30,00 sq. ft. $100.00
Commercial Building over 30,000 sq. ft. $200.00 +$2.50/1,000sq.ft.
(Rounded to the nearest 1,000)

CODES DEPARTMENT

BUSINESS REGISTRATION

The business registration fee is due annually.
NOTE: Business registration fee(s) do not include any other necessary permits pertaining to
a property.

CODES DEPARTMENT

Update on the Extension of Permits

		
Act 46 of 2010 stated that all permits or other authorizations granted or in effect after 12/31/2008, and expiring prior to 7/2/2013, were automatically extended until
7/2/2013. Furthermore, the extension period contained in Act 46 of 2010 was extended
by Act 87 of 2013 to 7/2/2016.  Therefore, all permits and approvals in effect or issued between 1/1/2009 and 7/1/2016 were extended to expire 7/2/2016.
Permit holders have a 6 month period to begin work after an application is approved
and the option for requesting a 6 month extension. Using 7/2/2016 as a theoretical “application date”, the Codes Department has extended all building and construction permits
affected by Act 87 of 2013 until 7/1/2017.  The work for such permits must be completed by
7/1/2017.  Work from affected permits not completed by 7/1/2017 will require a new permit
after that date.
Permits issued after 1/1/17, not affected by Act 87 of 2013, will have an expiration
date of 6 months from the day of issuance, if work has not commenced. A 6 month extension can be requested in writing to the code official.  If an extension request is not submitted
to the code official, a new permit will be required.
Please feel free to contact the Building Inspectors, E. Kenneth Remp and William D.
Frymoyer, Sr., if you have any questions.

BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!  
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PUBLIC WORKS

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
STORM WATER FACTS
What many people don’t realize is how storm water collects debris, like yard waste and litter. Solid
materials bundle together at storm drains and block the flow of rain into storm water pipes.  This can result
in localized flooding that could have been prevented.  Solid materials that get through the storm water
system flow directly into local creeks and rivers, often containing pollutants that are harmful to aquatic
ecosystems. Like many other municipalities, Cumru Township is responsible for enforcing regulations
to minimize yard waste, litter, and other debris in storm water. Accordingly, by Ordinance No. 658, as
amended, Cumru Township prohibits the disposal of grass clippings and other material in streets, unless
clippings are removed from streets by one hour after sunset on the day on which such clippings are deposited in the street. When it rains, everyone is downstream of someone.
Storm drains clogged by trash and debris cause excess stress on
other drainage systems which contribute to sinkholes and premature deterioration of roadways by undermining their foundations over time as water
seeks alternative routes to drain away under the surface.
TREE TRIMMING
Trees and vegetation must be trimmed to provide at least seven and one half feet
(7’-6”) of clearance above sidewalks and at least fourteen (14’) of clearance above
streets (Ordinance No. 137). Low branches can damage vehicles, impede sidewalk travel, and block signs. Property owners are responsible for having their trees
trimmed. New trees shall be planted a minimum of 10 feet outside of the legal right of
way of streets (Ordinance No. 690).
Property owners are responsible to having their trees trimmed
so as not to interfere with streetlights.
POTHOLES
     The Highway Department fills potholes all year round. Please call
(610) 777-1343 to report potholes and a crew will be dispatched, as
soon as possible.
NO SEWER DEDUCTIONS
For those sanitary sewer customers on public water, Cumru Township discontinued the practice of deductions for pool fill-ups or other
water that does not go through the sanitary sewer system. Sewer
consumption is based solely on water consumption, as required by
ordinance.
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SEWER BACK-UPS
Residents are encouraged to call the Township before they contact a plumber in the event of a clogged sewer.
At no charge, the Township will investigate the problem and advise the property owner on the results.
If you experience a sewer backup, do not flush your toilet or use water until the cause of the problem
has been determined. The Township recommends contacting the Sewer Department at (610) 777-1343
Monday through Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, or after hours at (610) 607-1815. The Township will check
the sewer main and sewer lateral. If the clog is in the main or in the Township’s Section of the lateral the
Sewer Department will clear the blockage. If the clog is on the property owner’s section of the lateral or
the building trap, the Township will advise the property owner to contact a plumber. There is no charge
for this service.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU

2017 ROAD AND SEWER WORK
•
•

•
•

PUBLIC WORKS

SEWER VENTS:
Sewer vents and clean-outs are a critical part of every building’s sanitary sewer lateral. They
provide access for repair, maintenance and inspection of the sewer pipes that convey sewage from
a building to the Township’s sewer collection system. The sewer vents and clean-outs are owned by
and the responsibility of the property owner. The area around the sewer vents and clean-outs must
be kept clear of vegetation, landscaping, and other permanent structures.

Road work by the Township is scheduled to take place in several areas in 2017:
Montrose Blvd. from Lancaster Pike to a point 300 feet to the northwest - This
project is needed to replace a failing storm water culvert. Before that work can
be done, several utilities must be moved.
Ledgerock Road for its entire length, from Welsh Road to SR 625 - As local residents are aware, Ledgerock Road is badly in need of paving repair. In order to
extend the life of the new pavement, 9 storm water crossings are going to be
upgraded.
Welsh Road from Cedar Top Road north to the Shillington boundary line.
Bedford Ave. near Crestview.

Sewer work in several areas of the Township is budgeted for 2017:
• Mt. View Road from SR 724 to a point approximately 1,600 feet north.
• Reed St. from Church Rd. to a point approximately 1,800 feet west.
• Old Lancaster Pike from Sage Dr. to Charles Blvd.
Detour plans will be prepared and posted on the Township’s website,
www.cumrutownship.org, when available.

PENN DOT BRIDGE PROJECT
Kinsley Construction, Inc. has been contracted by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to reconstruct the bridge over Angelica Creek on Route 724
located east of the Route 724(Philadelphia Avenue)/Route 625 (New Holland Road)
intersection and at the Cumru Township/Kenhorst Borough line.
The bridge will be reconstructed in two phases and, while in construction, the
Eastbound Route 724 traffic will be detoured.  Westbound 724 traffic will still travel
across the bridge during both phases of construction.
The detour is planned to be implemented on or after Tuesday, March 21, 2017,
and construction is to expected to be completed September 25, 2017.

BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!
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RECYCLING

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
HOLIDAY TRASH/RECYCLING COLLECTION

Trash and recycling collections shall not be made on the following holidays: Memorial
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. When a holiday
falls on a Monday or a Tuesday, collection shall be made on the prior Saturday. When a
holiday falls on a Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, collection shall be made on the following
Saturday. These changes are reflected in the trash and recycling schedules. Residents are
encouraged to place their items curbside on Friday evening for Saturday Collection.

CURBSIDE BRUSH/YARDWASTE COLLECTION

There will be two curbside “brush and yard waste” pickups during 2017. The collection
schedule is as follows:
If your trash day is Mon: pickup will be Sat., April 1, 2017
If your trash day is Tues: pickup will be Sat., April 8, 2017
If your trash day is Wed: pickup will be Sat., April 15, 2017
If your trash day is Thurs or Fri: pickup will be Sat., April 22, 2017
If your trash day is Mon: pickup will be Sat., Oct. 7, 2017
If your trash day is Tues: pickup will be Sat., Oct. 14, 2017
If your trash day is Wed: pickup will be Sat., Oct. 21, 2017
If your trash day is Thurs or Fri: pickup will be Sat., Oct. 28, 2017
Please Note:
1. All brush/yard waste must be set out the night prior to collection. There will be no re-run routes.
2. All brush/yard waste is to be in kraft bags (biodegradable bags) or tied securely with rope or
twine not to exceed two (2) feet in diameter, and three (3) feet in length. No wood over four (4)
inches in diameter will be taken because of possible damage to trucks. No bundles or bags
weighing over forty (40) pounds.
3. The limit per household is 12 bags or bundles.
4. No firewood, stumps, dirt, or rocks will be taken as part of this collection.

HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION AND PAPER SHREDDING
One source of pollution to streams and ground water is the release of household
chemicals into the environment. To help residents dispose of chemicals and other hazardous waste properly, the Berks County Solid Waste Authority will hold a Spring household
hazardous waste collection in Cumru Township.
• Date/time: April 15, 2017, from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm, rain or shine
• Location: Governor Mifflin Intermediate School, 600 Governor Drive, in Cumru Township  
• Free to all Berks County residents (identification required)
Please see the Solid Waste Authority’s website at www.co.berks.pa.us/swa for more
detailed information on what materials are accepted and how to transport them.
Berks County Solid Waste Authority will also hold a paper shredding event on April 22,
2017, at the Governor Mifflin Intermediate School from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm.  A maximum
of 10 boxes per vehicle will be accepted.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU

The Yard Waste Facility located off of Poplar Neck Rd. is open ONLY on the
Second Saturday of the Month. Yard waste will not be accepted on any other day.
• Spring/Summer hours of operation are 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
• Winter hours (December through March) are 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

RECYCLING

YARD WASTE FACILITY

The following items will be accepted:
-Leaves
-Garden Debris
-Brush and Bushes
-Tree Trimmings
-Weeds
-Flowers and Garden Plants

The following items will NOT be accepted:
-Stumps and/or stump grindings
-Grass
-Plastic Bags or Paper Bags
-Root Balls
-Treated or Painted Wood
-Railroad Ties
-Tree Branches (larger than 5ft long & 6in wide)
-Glass
-Trash
-Dirt or Sod
-Concrete or Brick
-Rocks
*PAPER BAGS MUST BE EMPTIED.

Fines up to $300 will be issued for illegal dumping (Ordinance No. 676).
Open ONLY to residents of Cumru. Identification will be required! No commercial vehicles are allowed. The site is patrolled by police.
In order to comply with PaDEP regulations, items proposed to be dropped off at
the yard waste facility may be declined at the Township’s discretion.

BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
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POLICE DEPARTMENT - COMMUNITY OUTREACH
CHILD SAFETY SEATS

No one expects to be in a motor vehicle crash. The best way to prevent injury
should a crash occur is to always wear a properly adjusted safety seatbelt system. A
properly adjusted seatbelt is worn with the lap portion of the belt low across the hips, not
across the stomach. The shoulder harness portion should cross mid-chest and be worn
over the shoulder, not under the arm or across the throat. Child occupants should be restrained in a US DOT approved child safety seat.
The laws and requirements regarding child occupant restraints seems to be one of
the greatest points of confusion among drivers. Below is a summary of Pennsylvania’s
Child Occupant Restraint Law:
• Children under the age of 4 must be properly restrained in an approved child safety
seat anywhere in the vehicle.
• Children under 2 must be secured in a rear-facing car seat until the child outgrows
the maximum weight and height limits designated by the car seat manufacturer.
• Children from age 4 up to age 8 must be restrained in an appropriate booster seat.
• Children from age 8 up to age 18 must be in a seat belt.
The best child safety seat on the market is not effective if it is not properly installed in
your vehicle. As a
public service, the
Cumru Township
Police Department
is offering free child
safety seat inspections.   Officer Rob
Kelly was recently
certified as a Child
Passenger Safety
Technician and is
available to assist
residents with a
safety review, inspection, and assistance with the
proper installation
of your child safety
seat.
      To schedule an appointment with Officer Kelly, please contact the Cumru Township Police Department at (610) 777-9595. For additional information regarding child seat safety,
we recommend visiting the following internet web site: http://www.pakidstravelsafe.org.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
POLICE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE TO ALL OUR RESIDENTS:

MEDICATION DROP BOX

There is now a Medication Drop Off Box located
in the upper lobby of the Cumru Township Municipal
building. Feel free to bring your unwanted, unused, expired medications to be safely disposed of.
The drop box is available during normal business hours,
from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.

The Cumru Township Police Department has a Facebook page!
Visit www.facebook.com and search for “Cumru Township Police Department.”

BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
FIRE DEPT - GET INVOLVED!
ABOUT US...
The Cumru Township Fire Department is a public safety organization which employs both Volunteer and Career Firefighters. The department is led by a full-time Fire
Chief. Two full-time and one part-time career
firefighters staff a pumper from Station 2 (formerly the Cedar Top station), Monday through
Friday.  A part-time Training Officer provides
training for all firefighters. Our staff is rounded
out with 36 volunteer firefighters who serve as
drivers, interior firefighters, and officers.
The department provides fire suppression, vehicle rescue, hazardous materials mitigation, emergency medical assistance, fire
safety inspections & fire prevention lectures.
To keep all firefighters at the ready training is provided several times a month during
the day and evening, as well as the occasional Saturday.
WHY VOLUNTEER?
Becoming a volunteer firefighter gives you a unique opportunity to serve your
community while joining a select group of people few ever get to be a part of. Whether
you choose to help out in a support role, become a fully qualified firefighter, rescue
technician or apparatus operator, or pursue a path to becoming a fire officer, it requires
hard work and commitment, but it can also be one of the most rewarding experiences
you’ll ever have. If you want to be part of a close-knit team, have a desire to learn and
keep on learning, and want to help people when they need it the most, then the volunteer fire service just might be for you.
HOW TO JOIN!
First, you must complete one combined application to the Cumru Township Fire
Department, Cumru Township Volunteer Firefighters’ Association, and Cumru Township Volunteer Firefighters’ Relief Association. You must then pass a criminal background check, complete an interview with the Membership Committee, and be accepted into probationary membership by a vote of the Firefighters’ Association. Successful
completion of the six month probationary period completes the full membership process. We take applications year-round at the Fire Chief’s office in the Cumru Township
Municipal Building at 1775 Welsh Road, or you can speak directly with a department
officer. There is no cost to apply or to be a member of the department.
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ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF
ROBERT SNYDER
Robert Snyder has been involved with
emergency services for 34 years. He began
as a junior firefighter with the Friendship Fire
Co. of Mohnton in 1982. Throughout college, Bob served as a firefighter and he returned to Berks County to continue serving
in Mohnton. In 2002, Bob found his way to
the Cedar Top Fire Co. in Cumru Township.
In 2010, when the Cumru Township Fire Department was formed, Bob was selected for
the position of Assistant Fire Chief.
Bob served on many committees and
boards with respect to emergency services
over his fire service career.  Bob was also approved to teach fire service skills through the
Pennsylvania State Fire Academy. He left
the CTFD in relation to his work for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg.

TRANSITIONS
INTERIM FIRE CHIEF JASON B. BATZ
Jason Batz has served as the CTFD Training Coordinator since 2013. He is a PA State Local Level Suppression Instructor, a Reading Fire
Academy Instructor, and a PA State Fire Academy Adjunct Instructor. Jason is also a career
firefighter with the City of Reading.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Board of Commissioners recognized
three Fire Department officers in 2016, two
of whom moved on to other communities.
Thank you for your service!

During the period between former Chief
Brady’s retirement and Chief Beane’s appointment, Jason graciously served as Cumru Township’s Interim Fire Chief, coordinating volunteer
and career activities, as well as developing the
2017 fire department budget.  The Township is
grateful for his increased support of the department during a period of transition.
Jason continues to serve as the Training
Officer for the CTFD.
CAPTAIN ALEX HALLMAN
Alex Hallman joined the CTFD
in November 2011 as a firefighter and
EMT. He was appointed Captain in October 2014 and was responsible for the
rescue truck. As part of those duties, he
helped put the new rescue engine into
service.
Alex served as Treasurer of the
Fire Relief Association and as Treasurer
of the Volunteer Firefighters Association
from January 2013 and January 2014,
respectively, until his departure.
Alex works as an attorney and is
a First Lieutenant in the United States
Army Reserve. He left the CTFD at the
end of December 2016 to work for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg.

  BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION    

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
MIFFLIN COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Hours:
Mon 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
Tues 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
Wed 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Thurs 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
Fri 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Sat 9:00 am - 4:00 pm*
Sunday CLOSED
*Saturday hours change
for summer: July 2-Sept 3,
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

2017 EDIBLE BOOK FESTIVAL
The Edible Book Festival will be held at the library on Saturday, April 22,
from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Anyone can enter their creation of an edible
piece of artwork that looks like a book or is related to books. Awards will
go to the Most Creative, Most Punderful, Best Looking, Most Appetizing,
Best Youth Entry and People’s Choice. Prizes will be awarded for the
winning creations. Entries must be delivered before 12:00 noon. Winners will be announced at 2:00 pm followed by the “cutting of the cake.”
Patrons can earn extra votes for People’s Choice by bringing nonperishable food items for the Mifflin Food Ministry (1 item = 1 extra vote).

SUMMER READING PROGRAM “BUILD A BETTER WORLD”
• June 12 through August 19
• Kickoff Program: June 9, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at Dairy
Queen in Kenhorst, featuring Storyteller Ingrid Bohn at 6:30
p.m.
• Weekly story times will be held at the library at 9:30 am for the
following groups:
- Brilliant Builders (ages 0-3) on Mondays,
- Creative Constructors (ages 4-5) on Tuesdays,
- Expert Engineers (ages 6-8),
- Awesome Architects (ages 9-11) on Wednesdays
• Program Highlights include :
- World Music by Daria on July 13 from 6:00 pm to 8:00
          pm at the Berks Encore Mifflin Center
- Grand Finale with Mark DeRose Music on August 15 at
          9:30 am at the Berks Encore Mifflin Center
PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES
• Monthly youth programs include FurREAD Friends (reading to a therapy dog), Lego
Club, Play Pokemon League, and a Magic: The Gathering club for teens.
• Adult programs include Color Me Hungry, Mifflin Writers’ Group, Afternoon Book
Group, and the Afternoon and Evening Stitching Groups.
• Programs include a one-to-one computer tutor and chess lessons by appointment.
Check our online events calendar at www.berks.lib.pa.us/mifflincl/
2017 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
A series of free concerts is held at the Mohnton Memorial Park on Sunday evenings from 6:00 pm
to 8:00 pm during the summer. Featured artists include the Philly-based band A Fistful of Sugar on
June 11, Charlie Zahm & Friends on July 9, and Berks County’s own Haley Sheeler on August 6.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
WHAT WE DO

		
The Animal Rescue League is committed to saving the lives
of and finding new homes for the stray and abandoned pets of Berks
County. The ARL is the only open admission shelter in a 90 mile
radius with a 24/7 night drop off building for animals.  Approximately
6,000 animals come through the ARL’s doors annually!
          You can help care for the animals in a variety of ways.  One
way is to donate your time by volunteering at the ARL. Another way
is to donate pet supplies. The ARL wish list is at this link http://www.
berksarl.org/how-to-help/wish-list/. Monetary donations are always
welcome!
A generous donation was given to the ARL by the
family of Julie, a Cairn Terrier who brought love and joy
into their lives. The donation was used to build a lasting memorial on the ARL grounds for others to enjoy.
Phase One of Julie’s Way was building a set of stairs and a bridge to a
10 acre open space. Phase Two of
Julie’s Way will be paving a walkway from the bridge that will lead to
a courtyard. Julie’s Way will have
pavers and bricks available for engraving to honor a special pet.
Information on Julie’s Way
and additional events and ways to
help are on the ARL’s website www.
berksarl.org.

Julie’s Way

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE

DOGGIE DASH
The Outten Chrysler Jeep ARL Doggie
Dash will be held on 6/11/17 on the Rail Trail
behind the Birdsboro VFW. The Doggie Dash is
a 2 mile fun run and walk, dog and owner, event
to help the ARL. Please contact the ARL for
details.

      BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY FOR YOU!
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
MIFFLIN AREA YMCA

http://www.ymca-berkscounty.org

For the 2017 Summer Playground program, Cumru Township is partnering
with the Mifflin Area YMCA!
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CUMRU TOWNSHIP
THE MIFFLIN AREA YMCA PRESENTS...

SUMMER
PLAYGROUND
At the Warren Rec Center

SPORTS-GAMES-CRAFTS-FRIENDS
Season: June 19th through August 11th
Times: Monday through Friday; 9:00am to 1:00pm
Ages: 6 (or have completed Kindergarten) through age 12
Fees (Resident)—
One Child:
$70 per child
Two Children or more: $65 per child
Fees (Non-Resident)—
$140 per child
** There will be an optional $60 field trip fee in addition to the

registration fee**

SPACE IS LIMITED TO 50 CHILDREN!
For more information, contact Erika Kimmel, Program Coordinator:
610.750.5036 ekimmel@ymca-berkscounty.org

The YMCA staff will
provide playground activities
and staffing at the Warren
Recreation Area from June
19 through August 11 for a
maximum of 50 children.
The Mifflin Area YMCA will
handle registration. Please
call (610) 750-5036 for more
informatoin.
Also, the Mifflin Area
YMCA offers a state-of-theart fitness center, interactive
youth center, gymnasium,
and child-watch area.   Youth
and adult programs are running year round at 140 Chestnut St., Mohnton, PA.

NOLDE FOREST ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Nolde Forest encompasses more than 665 acres of deciduous woodlands and coniferous plantations. A network of trails makes the center’s streams, ponds and diverse

habitats accessible to both students and visitors. Teaching stations offer places for students to work and benches for those who wish to sit and enjoy the sights and sounds
associated with the natural world. ADA accessible trails are located by the mansion
and sawmill.  The Nolde mansion houses offices for the center staff. A garden featuring native wildflowers is adjacent to the mansion. The C.H. McConnell Environmental
Education Hall near the mansion is the indoor site for year-round programming.
Please visit www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/findapark/noldeforest/index.htm for
a full listing of upcoming programs and events.
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TOWNSHIP OF CUMRU
Some things you may not know about locations in and near Cumru
Township...
• Addresses in Cumru Township use 6 different zip codes: 19540, 19607, 19608,
19609, 19611, and 19508.
• Shillington Park and a portion of Alvernia University were formerly in Cumru
Township, just two of the numerous annexations by other municipalities before
1970.
• When the City of Reading annexed most of Angelica Park from Cumru, a small
“island” of land was left in the middle of the park, completely surrounded by
the City of Reading.
• Another “island” of Cumru Township is completely surrounded by the Borough
of West Reading and the City of Reading.
• Because of annexations and the creation of boroughs, Cumru Township now
borders on more municipalities than any other municipality in Berks County.
• The Mohnton Post Office and Shillington Shopping Center are just two of the
many locations in Cumru that are named after other municipalities.

TOWNSHIP TRIVIA

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS CUMRU TOWNSHIP?

FUN FACTS
Cymru is the Welsh word for Wales. It is derived from a word meaning
“fellow countrymen.” Many of the early European settlers in the area were Welsh.
The earliest recorded use of a dragon to symbolize the country of Wales,
from which Cumru Township gets its logo, was around 830 AD by a Roman historian. However, the Red Dragon
(Y Ddraig Goch) was not
made part of the official flag
of Wales until 1959.
The letters K, Q, V, and Z
do not appear in the Welsh
alphabet.
Marconi’s first radio transmission in 1897 was between
two points in Wales.
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Township of Cumru
Berks County, Pennsylvania
1775 Welsh Road
Mohnton, Pa 19540
www.cumrutownship.org
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Trash/Refuse Collection

Collection shall be once a week for everyday household refuse.

Spring Cleanup
If your trash pickup is Mon ........ Spring Cleanup is Mon, May 1, 2017
If your trash pickup is Tues ....... Spring Cleanup is Tues, May 9, 2017
If your trash pickup is Wed ........ Fall Cleanup is Wed, May 17, 2017
If your trash pickup is Thurs ..... Fall Cleanup is Thurs, May 25, 2017
If your trash pickup is Fri .......... Fall Cleanup is Fri, May 26, 2017

Recycling Collection

Recycling collection shall be every other week.
Our recycling program is a single-stream program. This means
all recycling materials can be mixed in the recycling container.
Please see the Refuse/Recycling Calendars for exact dates of
collection, available online at CumruTownship.org.
If you experience any problems with your trash or recycling collection,
call the Township Office during the next business day at (610) 777-1343.

VISIT US AT

CUMRUTOWNSHIP.ORG

